100924 MDG Summit a Mirage
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“The summit has been a mirage. The promises look good from a distance, but the details are hard to see, and when the world’s poorest people most need help, pledges could still vanish into thin air.” 

“While leaders celebrated a big package of money for global health, they failed to acknowledge their collective disastrous failure to meet their aid targets, which is putting the lives of women and children at risk daily. With five short years to the MDGs deadline, another global summit has passed and the world's poor are still waiting for when they will see a difference in their lives. We need answers on how the money that’s been promised will be raised, and the hard work starts today.” 

“The calls by Presidents Sarkozy and Zapatero for a tax on the financial sector to raise money for development were a ray of hope at this summit. But now other economic powerhouses like Germany and the UK must get on board, and not block the chance to raise billions of additional money which could be used to save more mothers’ lives and get children into school.” 

“The global health strategy announced by UN General Secretary Ban Ki Moon is welcome in that it brings together the efforts of donors, global institutions, developing countries, private sector and development organizations to together in their efforts to tackle health MDGs. 

“It is about time that global leaders shone a spotlight on the plight of the women and children dying unnecessarily every day, and committed a global health plan. But the big money promised for child and maternal health could still prove to be little more than smoke and mirrors, unless donors put their money where their mouth is. Poor people are waiting for answers on where this new money will come from.” 

“We welcome poor countries’ commitments to train more nurses and midwives, and to make health care free so that the poorest are not left outside the waiting room door. They also need to be personally responsible to their people for making this a reality.” 

“The US is doing its part to combat corruption by requiring all oil, gas, and mining companies registered in the US to reveal all the payments they make to governments around the world. Others must follow suit to unlock billions in natural resource revenues that can help countries meet their poverty targets. 

"Today President Obama laid down the gauntlet for all rich companies whose tax avoidance means less money for the poorest countries. He called for tougher rules all round, and now he must take this message to the G20 later this year to make it a global priority." "Over the last decade, most African governments have stepped up their commitment to fighting poverty and corruption, and fuelling growth that lives the poorest from poverty. 

"Leaders must be willing to stand personally accountable to their citizens on health, agriculture and education, just as rich countries must ensure that progress in the poorest nations is not sacrificed through a failure to meet aid targets and reform trade rules. 

"While there has been progress on reducing poverty, expanding the right to education and gender equality, Africa has to improve its efforts for the continent’s leaders to meet the MDGs in their lifetime. At the current pace, Africa will halve poverty only by 2141 – that’s 131 years from now. 

"Health MDGs are among the most off-track in Africa. Half of all maternal deaths take place in just six countries and three of these – Nigeria, Ethiopia and the Democratic Republic of Congo – are in Africa. It’s shocking that today women in Africa face a 1 in 24 chance of dying in childbirth. 

"Greater action is needed also in agriculture and health more broadly. Less than ten countries have met the African Union standards of allocating 25 percent of their budgets to health and agriculture. If the progress our leaders point to today has been achieved by marginally increasing their investment, imagine what Africa could look like in 2015 if they meet their own AU standards. 

"African governments must take responsibility for achieving these targets and show greater transparency in their spending in these sectors to their citizens. 

"African civil society organizations will continue to hold their governments to account on their commitments." 

