SAVE THE DATE!
Join MSF to Protest at the EU-India Summit

Help us stop EU policies that threaten access to affordable lifesaving medicines for people in developing countries
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Friday, December 10, 2010 – 08:00-11:30
Brussels, Belgium

WHAT:

As part of Médecins Sans Frontières’ “Europe! HANDS OFF Our Medicine” campaign, we are protesting against aggressive trade policies being pursued by the European Commission that will affect access to affordable medicines across the developing world.  The protest will occur on the opening day of the EU-India Summit in Brussels on 10 December 2010, where the EU-India free-trade agreement negotiations will continue.  

WHY:

MSF buys over 80% of the AIDS medicines it uses to treat more than 160,000 patients across the developing world from producers in India, and more than 80% of all donor-funded purchases of AIDS drugs from 2003-2008 came from India.  India has been called the ‘pharmacy of the developing world,’ but European governments are trying to shut it down. The most glaring policy the EU is pushing is so-called ‘data exclusivity,’ which will extend company monopolies even where drugs don’t deserve a patent under India’s pro-public health law. This combined with harmful customs and other enforcement measures the EU has been pushing through the secret Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement negotiations put the affordable medicine supply for millions around the world at risk. People’s lives are at stake, and we must take action to get the EU to back off.  

HOW: 

Please join us in Brussels to take action on December 10th!  We hope to rally over 100 activists to stage a protest outside the European Commission building where the EU and India delegations will meet.  We will organise a photo-op/action for the media, and would greatly appreciate the participation of members of your organization.  It is important to show negotiators and the media that Europeans are upset by the Commission’s actions, and to maintain pressure on European politicians to change their demands.  If your organization is interested in joining us or publicising this to your members, please contact the appropriate person below to further discuss the action and logistical details.  We will organise a breakfast and briefing for activists at 8am to warm everyone up (literally) and everyone is invited to spend the afternoon in Brussels following the protest—we plan to organize a tour for you through the “political Brussels”, or participants can explore the city’s sights, including the annual Christmas market, on their own. We hope to see you in Brussels!
MSF Access Campaign Contact for activists in:

Brussels (EU): Gregoire.BESTAUX@msf.org


United Kingdom & France: Julia.HILL@geneva.msf.org
Germany & Netherlands: Medikamentenkampagne@berlin.msf.org
For more on the Hands Off campaign and how the EU-India FTA and ACTA risk harming access to medicines, visit: http://www.msfaccess.org/main/access-patents/hands-off-our-medicine-campaign/
