100914 Dungu-Duruma (Northenr Uganda) Diocesan Congress on Peace 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LRA BILL TO ACHIEVE SUSTAINABLE PEACE, RECONCILIATION, AND MEET HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 
“Lord's Resistance Army Disarmament and Northern Uganda Recovery Act of 2009 (S.1067/HR 2478)” 

The Africa Human Security Working Group hosts representatives from the Acholi Religious Leaders Peace Initiative 

Methodist Building (100 Maryland Avenue NE) Rooms 1 & 2 

SEPTEMBER 14, 2010, 4PM-5:30PM 
 

Last July, the Diocesan Commission on Justice and Peace from the Catholic Diocese of Dungu-Doruma in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Conciliation Resources sponsored a Diocesan Congress on Peace where religious leaders met with non-governmental organizations and civil society representatives from communities affected by Lords Resistance Army (LRA) violence. They discussed sustainable solutions to violent conflict involving the LRA. Those participating in the Diocesan Congress on Peace drafted observations,  formulated recommendations, and agreed to an action plan for grassroots implementation.  
With the findings from the recent Diocesan Congress on Peace in Dungu DRC and years of experience in peace building in LRA affected regions, this African delegation will offer prescriptions to chart a way forward that prioritizes and creatively explores non-violent actions to resolving the conflict, based on their experiences on the ground.    

PANELISTS:

THE RT. REV. MACLEORD BAKER OCHOLA II is a retired Bishop of the Diocese of Kitgum in Northern Uganda, serving from 1995 until his retirement in 2002. He is one of the founding members of the Acholi Religious Leaders Peace Initiative, an interfaith organization that was formed in 1997 and formally inaugurated in February 1998, as a proactive response to the conflict in Northern Uganda. 
  
ARCHBISHOP JOHN BAPTIST ODAMA is the Catholic Archbishop of Gulu. He became the first Bishop of Nebi diocese in West Nile, Uganda in 1996 by appointment by Pope John Paul II. Two and a half years later he became the first Archbishop of Gulu where he has been faithfully serving Gulu and three suffragan dioceses of Nebi, Arua and Lira. Archbishop Odama is also the current chairman of ARLPI.  Most recently he was elected to be the Chairman of the Episcopal Conference which, in effect, has made him the spokesperson for 64 Catholic dioceses throughout Uganda. 

