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Editor's Note  

"Donors need to believe in the Mozambique success story, so they do not look at anything which would challenge their comfortable picture and would force them to rethink their consensus development policy.But inequalities are growing and are now the major area of conflict in Mozambique." - Joseph Hanlon

Strikingly, in response to the recent violence in Maputo and Matola, the Mozambican cabinet decided Tuesday to roll back increases in the prices of bread and other essential goods, and to freeze any salary increases for top government officials and executives of any companies in which the government has controlling shares. Although the freeze is temporary, and the fundamental issues have not been resolved, this seems to indicate pressure not only from the demonstrators but from many others in the society.

This AfricaFocus Bulletin contains two background documents, one excerpted from a study earlier this year by Joseph Hanlon, and the other an update from Alcino Moiana of the Christian Council of Mozambique on the government decisions rolling back the price increases and taking other measures to respond to the crisis.

